Press Release: A power line threatens the landscape of Barranco Oscuro while the project
remains subject to pending administrative and judicial decisions

Barranco Oscuro denounces the imminent start of irreversible works
while administrative and judicial proceedings are still ongoing.

In the coming days, construction may begin on a power line that will cross Cerro Las
Monjas, one of the most iconic vineyard landscapes in the Sierra de la Contraviesa, where
Granada's wine revolution began in the 1980s.

If heavy machinery enters the estate, the damage will be immediate: vineyards will be
uprooted, new access roads opened, large earthworks carried out, and steel pylons up to
30 metres high erected in a landscape that has become a model of sustainable rural
development, traditional farming and respect for the natural environment, built through
more than forty years of dedication.

Most worrying is that this destruction could take place before pending administrative
and judicial proceedings have been resolved, taking advantage of the holiday period
and creating a fait accompli that would render any future court decision largely ineffective.

Many people and organisations question the justification for these projects, which cut
across the mountain ridges of the Contraviesa, threatening the environment, wildlife,
cultural heritage and a unique agricultural landscape. Until not long ago, local residents
had to finance electricity lines for their homes and farms out of their own pockets. Today,
despite no significant population growth or industrial development, a line ten times larger is
considered economically viable. It is therefore legitimate to wonder whether its real
profitability lies in future photovoltaic or wind energy developments, leading to further
industrialisation of the Sierra de la Contraviesa.

The legal challenge filed by Barranco Oscuro points, among other issues, to an
inadequate assessment of alternatives, insufficient protection of the landscape and several
shortcomings in the administrative process. Public authorities entrusted with safeguarding
the natural, cultural and landscape heritage have failed to exercise the level of protection
that a project of this magnitude requires. It is striking that some authorities impose strict
limitations on the daily activities of local residents while granting extensive facilities to
utility companies for projects of this scale.

What is at stake is not simply a few plots of land. It is the way a society chooses to
protect—or fail to protect—its landscape, its heritage and its memory.

"Like milk on the fire, this land shall rise."
— Epifanio Lupidn, later sung by Carlos Cano in La Contraviesa.
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